
State of the Street Newsletter 

StreetWise Partners works with corporations to build mentoring relationships between low-
income individuals and volunteer business professionals to develop workplace skills and 
employment networks as the bridge to a successful career. 

Volume: # 2, Issue: # 1 Spring 2008

In these changing economic times, StreetWise Partners is experiencing more demand for our programs than ever before.  
Career-seekers are approaching us to participate in programs and are motivated to improve their economic well-being.  
Talented volunteer leaders are signing-up to create pathways for these individuals, determined to earn their way out of 
poverty.  
  
In this issue, learn more about how you can directly impact the employability of low-income individuals.  We feature graduates 
who have recently obtained jobs at Apple, JPMorgan Chase, and OwnEnergy, and highlight inspiring speeches from Tom 
Russo, Vice Chairman and Chief Legal Officer at Lehman Brothers, Eric Williams, Vice President at Credit Suisse Americas 
Foundation, and Roy Weathers, Chief Diversity Officer at PricewaterhouseCoopers.  Join us at key upcoming events, including 
a special graduation at PricewaterhouseCoopers that will mark StreetWise Partners' 1,000th graduate. Read on to find out 
more about walking the "green carpet" with hundreds of business leaders at the StreetWise Partners Networks for Change 
Gala on June 10, 2008. 
  
Join StreetWise Partners in building bridges and changing lives!

New Jobs, Better Economic Times   
Ten Success Stories of Alumni Achievement   
  
StreetWise Partners mentees overcome unemployment or barriers to 
moving out of low-wage jobs by building professional skills and confidence. 
The following graduates are among the many who recently leveraged their 
mentoring relationships and StreetWise Partners network of support to 
advance in their careers. 
  
Jonathan Aquino , Summer 2007 Credit Suisse young adult graduate, 
Bank Teller, Wachovia Bank. 
  
Maria Yoko Azevedo , Fall 2007 PricewaterhouseCoopers adult graduate, 
Keyboard Specialist, NY State Division of Parole. 
  

Jarvis Cureton  (left), Fall 2007 Lehman Brothers young 
adult graduate, Genius Bar Intern, Apple. 
  
During his cycle at StreetWise Partners, Jarvis completed 

About StreetWise Partners   
  

StreetWise Partners operates at 
the intersection of corporate 
responsibility, poverty alleviation, 
and economic development. Our 
intensive career ventures 
programming and services provide 
low-income career-seekers with 
employability mentoring, access to 
job search networks, and the tools 
to secure good jobs. 

In This Issue  

New Jobs, Better Economic Times 

Top Professionals Honored at 
Stakeholder Events 

Site Expansion in 2008 

Key Executives Inspire Graduates 

Upcoming Program Events 

June 10, 2008 Networks for 
Change Gala 
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his A+ certification and landed his internship through the networking skills 
he learned. 
  
Theodora Gilbert , Spring 2008 PricewaterhouseCoopers adult graduate, 
Medical Office Assistant, Dermatologist's Office. 
  
Trisha Grant , Summer 2007 Credit Suisse young adult graduate, Personal 
Banker, JPMorgan Chase. 
  

Imelda Guevara-Araja  (left), Spring 2007 
PricewaterhouseCoopers adult graduate, Keyboard 
Specialist, NY State Department of Transportation. 
  
Imelda is an active participant in StreetWise 
Partners alumni programming and served as the alumni 
keynote speaker at a recent graduation.  She weathered 
18 months of unemployment before landing her dream 

job through StreetWise Partners. 
  
Steven Kushnick , Spring 2008 PricewaterhouseCoopers adult graduate, 
Office Administrator, CMI Management. 
  
Eduardo Nunez , Fall 2007 Credit Suisse young adult graduate, 
Authentication Specialist at National Corporate Research. 
  

Daniela Polanco  (left), Spring 2008 Lehman Brothers 
young adult graduate, Administrative Coordinator, 
OwnEnergy.  
  
Daniela came to StreetWise Partners with a background 
in food service and intent on transfering her skills to the 
corporate environment.  She secured this full-time 

position by working with her mentors to set career goals and implement a 
job searching and networking plan within the chosen field. 
  
Jacqueline Washington , Spring 2008 PricewaterhouseCoopers adult 
graduate, Receptionist, Lehman Brothers. 
  

Look out for the many more StreetWise Partners success stories!  

  

Top Professionals Honored at Stakeholder Events   
  
Taste of Success   

On February 28, 2008, more than 300 young professionals gathered 
at Studio 450 in New York City for the annual StreetWise Partners Taste of 
Success, a premier food and wine tasting event. The evening was a huge 
success and featured 22 of New York City's top food and beverage 
vendors.   
  
StreetWise Partners honored 10 of our most dedicated and passionate 
volunteers with the inaugural Taste of Success Awards. Awardees 
included: Santosh Babu , Lehman Brothers; Robert Kopera , Caxton-
Iseman Capital; Tina Lesh , Credit Suisse; Gordon Maner , Susquehanna 
Financial Group; Michael Petizon , Deloitte; Karen Potter , Citi; Elizabeth 
Rensel , MasterCard; John  Soleanicov , World Bank/International Finance 
Corporation; Kimberly Williams , Credit Suisse; David Worn , MITRE. 

Upcoming Program Events

Spring 2008 Adult Career Ventures 
Program Graduation at 

PricewaterhouseCoopers, June 7, 
2008. 

  
Young Adult Career Ventures program 

at Credit Suisse,  
July 9, 2008. 

Quick Links  

Volunteer Now  
Donate Now  

More About StreetWise  Partners  

Word on the Street  
  
What Mentees are Saying: 
  

 
      Mentor Lisa V. with Mentee Deven M. 
  
"Before StreetWise Partners I didn't 
know how to present myself.  I had 
resources that I didn't know how 
best to use.  I'm graduating with 
knowledge of how to achieve my 
goals  and more confidence in the 
future  than I could ever have 
imagined." ~ Deven M., Spring 08, 
Lehman Brothers Young Adult Career 
Ventures graduate. 
  
What Volunteer Mentors are Saying:  
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Auction at Christie's  
  
On March 24, 2008, StreetWise Partners held a benefit at Christie's 
Auction House presented by RBC Capital Markets.  More than 650 Wall 
Street professionals attended and helped raise funds for StreetWise 
Partners programs.  During the event RBC Capital Markets and 
StreetWise Partners announced the new StreetWise Partners Alumni 
Award to recognize successful program graduates whose professional 
achievements exemplify the organization's mission.  This year's award was 
given to Rasheem Palmer, who has made lasting contributions as an 
employee of StreetWise Partners since graduating from the program in 
2005. 

StreetWise Partners' Site Expansion  
  
Washington DC

StreetWise Partners is taking action in a 
changing economy by building corporate 
partnerships in Washington DC.  Among 
American cities, DC has the third worst 
income inequality and the employment 
rate of residents with only a high school 
diploma is at the lowest point since 1979.  
We are working with companies like The 
Gallup Organization and Corporate 
Executive Board to deepen and broaden 
the impact of our best-in-practice 
programs.  
  
In other news, Alexandra Nee became the new StreetWise Partners 
DC Site Director.  Nee will be working closely with the volunteers on 
StreetWise Partners DC Leadership Council to expand programs and help 
more low-income indivduals build workplace skills and employment 
networks.  We anticipate working with hundreds of volunteers to serve 
hundreds of mentees in years to come! 
  
   

  
    
   "StreetWise Partners has reaffirmed my  
   faith in people ." ~ Jason M. (center),  
   DC Spring 2008 graduate. 
  
  

  
To volunteer, be a corporate partner, or host a program with StreetWise 
Partners DC, email Alex Nee, DC Site Director: 
alexandra@streetwisepartners.org    
  
New Jersey this Fall  
  
To create opportunities in a shifting job market, StreetWise Partners will 
launch new programs at the Lehman Brothers offices in Jersey City, New 
Jersey.  This program site will draw on the technical and operational 
resources of the Jersey City office, offering high-level job-readiness 
training and coaching. With the addition of this new site, StreetWise 
Partners will be running three programs with Lehman Brothers. Stay tuned 

 
  SWP DC Spring 2008 gradutates and mentors 
  
"StreetWise Partners made me 
appreciate what I do for a living  and 
the skills I've learned, which I 
previously took for granted.  It also 
inspired me to see clients who work so 
hard to accomplish their goals.  Often 
my mentee had more energy than 
me, and encouraged me to 
accomplish more things in my own 
life ." ~ Sophia C. (front row center), 
Spring 2008 SWP DC mentor. 
  

 Volunteer with StreetWise 
Partners!  

Be a Career Ventures Mentor!   
Serve as a mentor in one of our 14-
week training programs and connect 
with a more diverse community, 
while finding personal fulfillment in 
helping people help themselves.  
Mentors work with a mentee to build 
their resume, develop job-search 
strategy and interview 
techniques, hone their computer skills 
and improve their employability.  
  

  
Be an Executive  Speaker!   
Participate in a session as a guest 
speaker or panelist and share your 
knowledge and experience with our 
mentees and alumni.  
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for more information and announcements.  To find out more, contact 
Melanie Dammerman, Director of Corporate Relations and Programs: 
melanie@streetwisepartners.org.  
  
New York City Alumni   
   
In Fall 2008, StreetWise Partners will also be launching an alumni 
programming site at RBC Capital Market's new offices on Wall Street.  The 
partnership with RBC will avail career developement and ongoing 
professional training through monthly events on issues that graduates face 
in today's job market.  The expansion of alumni programing in NYC is part 
of a long-term strategy, which also includes identifying corporate hosts in 
NYC, NJ, DC and future sites, to provide ongoing career development to 
the 1,000 StreetWise Partners graduates. 
   

Key Executives Inspire Graduates   
A dynamic group of speakers addressed the 57 Fall 
2007 adult graduates and hundreds of volunteers, 
friends and family on January 12, 2008 at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. Gordon J. Campbell, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the United 
Way of New York City, Anthony Tassi, Director of 
the New York City Mayor's Office of Adult 
Education, and Roy Weathers, Chief Diversity 
Officer at PricewaterhouseCoopers (right), shared 
lessons learned as they progressed in their own 
careers. 
  
Similarly, the keynote speakers for the Spring 2008 young adult 
graduations on April 16th and April 20th described their paths to success 
in the corporate world.  Eric Williams, Vice President of the Credit Suisse 
America Foundation, and Julia Kubis, Director at Deutsche Bank, inspired 
mentees and mentors alike. Tom Russo, Vice Chairman and Chief Legal 
Officer at Lehman Brothers, imparted his "Ingredients for Success" 
outlining for the graduates the key elements that are needed for personal 
and professional achievement. 
  
These highly accomplished executive speakers demonstrate StreetWise 
Partners' ability to bring together leaders from the non-profit sector, 
government, and corporate world to effect change in adult education and 
workforce development. 

Exciting Program Events on the Horizon  
  
Upcoming Events  

Honor our graduates:  The graduation for StreetWise Partners' Spring 
2008 Career Ventures adult program will be held June 7, 2008 at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers.  The event will mark the milestone of graduating 
our 1,000th StreetWise Partners mentee.  Event speakers will include 
Alice Korngold, founding executive of Business Volunteers Unlimited and 
Alaina Colon, Chief of Staff for the Manhattan Borough President's Office, 
our graduates, and many more... All are welcome to attend this inspiring 
event.  To speak or RSVP, contact Melanie Dammermann: 
melanie@streetwisepartners.org. 
  

 
  
Be a Technology Skills Trainer!  
Deliver basic and intermediate 
Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint 
training to our eager participants. 
  
Be a Mock Interviewer!  
Attend mock interview days as a guest 
interviewer. 
  

 
  
Host a Program Site!  
Be one of the select companies that 
host StreetWise Partners programs 
at your office. 
  
Create a Workshop! 
Work with your company and 
StreetWise Partners staff to put 
together a workshop on topics ranging 
from employability to financial literacy. 
  

 
  
Be an Informational Interviewee!   
Join our database of professionals who 
our participants can contact for 
informational interviews. 
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Be a mentor and change a life:  Also this summer, StreetWise 
Partners will launch the next cycle of the Career Ventures young adult 
program at Credit Suisse held on Wednesday evenings.  Mentors will 
provide career coaching for mentees while broadening their own 
professional network and leadership skills. For more information, contact 
Melanie Dammermann: melanie@streetwisepartners.org.  

  

  
  

  
  
  
To volunteer, be a corporate 
partner, or host a program with 
StreetWise Partners email Melanie 
Dammermann: 
melanie@streetwisepartners.org  

The Networks for Change Gala will bring together hundreds of top business professionals to generate crucial 
program funding to improve the lives of low-income adults.  This year's gala features keynote speaker Peter 
Kiernan, Chairman of the Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation and Board Member of the Robin Hood 
Foundation, and honorary guest, Jim Clifton, CEO of The Gallup Organization.  This event will salute exemplary 
professionals and 1,000 talented graduate mentees.  Don't miss out in helping thousands more improve their 
economic well-being!

                    StreetWise Partners Networks for Change Gala   

   Tuesday, June 10, 2008  
   6:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.  

   Bridgewaters, South Street Seaport, 
   11 Fulton St., New York, NY  10038 
  

   To purchase tickets  
  Click Here! 
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